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Abstract

The given dissertation paper deals with the textual dimension of the journalistic genre
as an informational note; its research problem is the system of trends which play a
constructive (both from the functional and structural point of view) role for the above
mentioned phenomenon.

The interrelation of informational note as a genre and its textual dimension is
considered as a structural component of the informational and communicational space
and of the contemporary epoch. Its dominant mark is the phenomenon of
informational continuum and is considered to be the crucial aspect of this space.

It is the very combination of the two concepts, informational continuum and
mediaculture, that proves that informational note should be discussed not only as one
of the journalistic genres but as a genre which should be given a dominant status in the
whole journalistic system.

The research of textual dimension of informational note as a genre should be carried
out on the basis of the principles of interdisciplinarity and interparadigmality.
Interdisciplinarity, in this case, should be understood as the combination of three
disciplines — linguistics, journalistic theory and culturology; as a result we come to a
linguoculturological research of the phenomenon; as for the interparadigmality, it
should mean linguoculturological interpretation of the previous, that is communicative
paradigm.

If we attribute field character to the system of journalistic genres, informational note
may be considered as the structural centre of this field — “archigenre”. As a result of it
the following typology of informational note may be supposed:

informational note containing factual information;

informational note containing information based on the principles of virtuality;
informational note containing prevential information;

informational note containing appreciative information;

informational note containing normative information;

informational note containing programmed information.

A

On the basis of theoretical and methodological views presented in our research work
we can distinguish the following “step-by-step” structure of textual dimension of
informational note: first of all we should define the aspect related to the actualized
language system considered as the structural centre of this field. The theory of
compositional speech forms should play the leading role in this analytical process.

The second step of the text analysis differs from the previous one in that it has to
realize the culturological methodological position in its integrity.

As for the final step of the analysis it has a conventional character because the

linguoculturological approach to the text itself means and requires factual unity of
linguistic and cultural aspects. As for the practical and analytical realization of this
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approach, it should be carried out by combining intentional-pragmatic, compositional
and referential aspects of the described phenomenon.

The scientific novelty of our research may be characterized by the following points:

a)
b)
©)
d)
e)
f)

the textual dimension of informational note is discussed from the
linguoculturological point of view;

the relation between informational note and its textual dimension is
considered as an aspect of general problem of interrelation of system and text;
the notion of architext is postulated as a crucial means revealing the
interrelations between informational note and its textual dimension;

the status of informational note as the hierarchical structure of the whole
system of journalistic styles defined as the basis of field approach;

the problem of informational note is discussed on the basis of interparadigmal
approach to study of linguistic phenomena;

the attempt is made to integrate the concept of mediaculture into the
linguoculturological approach to the study of informational note as well as of

journalistic genres in general.
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“Tories dilute tax pledge”
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David Cameron’s new-look Conservative party announced its latest policy U-
turn this week when it admitted that sorting out Britain’s public finances and ensuring
economic stability might make tax cuts impossible in its first term in office.

In a keynote speech in the City, the shadow chancellor, George Osborne, gave
no guarantees that the Conservatives would be able to lower taxes in one parliament —
providing only a pledge that there would be reductions over an entire economic cycle
as and when they could be afforded.

The latest assessment by the chancellor, Gordon Brown, is that the current
economic cycle will last 12 years, but Mr Osborne said that his profligacy had forced
the Conservatives to put one of their main policy objectives on the back burner.
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“Blair’s faith is sorely tested”

Euan Blair, the 16-year-old son of the Prime Minister, was picked up by the
police for being “drunk and incapable” in London’s Leicester Square at 11 o’clock at
night. He and some school friends had been celebrating the end of their GCSE exams.
Euan was found alone, vomiting on the pavement, but was evidently capable enough
to give the police a false name and address. He was quickly identified and packed off
home to his father (Mom was away in Portugal with baby Leo).

The most common response for the family was one of sympathy. But Mr. Blair
showed signs of strain, and seemed to be close to tears when he addressed a
conference of black church leaders on the afternoon that the story broke. He departed
from his text to quote form Henry Longfellow — “For thine own purpose, thou has
sent/The strife and the discouragement” — and said that being a father was a tougher
job than being prime minister, “but the family to me is more important than anything
else”. This won applause.

When he appeared on a televised Question Time that evening Mr. Blair
seemed to have recovered something of his usual composure. “My son is basically a

good kid. We will all get through this and see him right,” he said. Mr. Blair still
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defended his proposal for sport fines for loutish behaviour, adding: “As a politician I
cannot say that my family is always going to behave to the very highest standard, but
the fact that my son has done something wrong will not stop me from speaking out
and saying what I believe... It is important that we take action against violent or
aggressive or disorderly conduct, and that applies to my family and my son as much as

it applies to anyone else’s.”
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“The silent ‘Arab street’ really has a lot to say”

Why was the “Arab street” complacent to the level of paralysis, while other
“streets” around the world were busy protesting against the United States and its

threats to invade Iraq?
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The Arab politicians we asked this question answered according to their own
ideological backgrounds. The Muslim fundamentalist politicians ignored the fact that
the masses have been silent and instead spoke of a dormant “national spirit”. ...

For the pan-Arab nationalist (now rediscovering democracy), the Arab masses’
silence was blamed on the lack of an organized pan-Arab elite that alone can help the
people find their way.

... These political opinions were far less consequential than those of ordinary
Arabs ...

Consider the following opinions: Mohammed, 45, a taxi driver, said: “People
in the Arab world are tired and fed up, especially after seeing the petty quarrels
between Arab leaders ... Frankly, we all hoped war would come to Iraq so that we
would get rid of all Arab leaders... Our only concern is for the Iraqi people.”

Dawlat, 60, a housewife, said: “we all pray that all Arab leaders would die...”

Ismat, 35, an office worker asked: “Why would people demonstrate? What can
demonstrations achieve anyway? We are against U.S. policy, but we also against
Saddam Hussein and all other Arab leaders except perhaps for Bashar Assad,”
President of Syria.

...It is clear that there is unprecedented anger at Arab leaderships among
ordinary people. ...

Public opposition ... will destroy the last vestiges of legitimacy that Arab
regimes still cling to. ...

Arab regimes are stuck in an intractable political-ideological dilemma. This
dilemma is most acute while globalization is forcing countries to settle cultural,
economic and political problems before joining the new global civilization.

Arab leaders have patiently failed to formulate a unified position vis-a-vis the
foreign storm. This was the final straw that caused ordinary Arabs to lose faith in their
leaders’ ability to guarantee their security.
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“Illness sets off power battle”

Jacques Chirac left hospital last week, declaring himself “in good shape”, but

aware that his week-long stay, for what doctors called “a small vascular incident”, had

unleashed a fierce battle for his succession.

The French president, 72, looked comfortable and said he felt “very well”. He

had been “eager to leave”.
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... Mr. Chirac’s first public appearance since September 2 should end rumours
that the Elysee palace was not telling the whole truth about the extent of his condition.

... Mr. Chirac’s hospital stay appeared to remove any chance that he might run
a third term in office, and has prompted a succession struggle between his prime
minister and protégé, Dominique de Villepin, and the interior minister, Nicolas
Sarkozy, who heads the ruling centre-right UMP party.

... If Mr. de Villepin presides over an upturn, Mr. Sarkozy’s more aggressive
style may prove a turn-off for traditionally reform-phobic French.
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“New Orleans: wake-up call”

I watched the television images of the flooding of New Orleans and was hurt
by the sight of the misery unfolding. ... My initial response was followed by a snarl of

anger. ...
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In New York I get to see the same poverty lead to a hopeless effort to maintain
consistently low daily expenditure, utterly lacking in opportunity. The long-standing
criminalization of the so abused to make them undeserving has effectively muted the
national and international questions concerning the social inequities. I fear that the
worst of the injustices is yet to come. The relocation to Texas is about to irrevocably
change demographics.

New Orleans will be rebuilt: a port as fine as this will not be allowed to slip
away. It will come back a very different city; a Mayor Nagin will never be seen again.
The black poor will not be entering the new city, the future. Or is this one really the
wake-up call?
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